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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SY 

SUBJECT: JAN 28 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORT ISRAELI THREATS OVER 
SOUTH LEBANON 

1 . SYRIAN MEDIA CONTINUED REPORT TENSION DEVELOPING OVER 
SYRIAN MOVES IN SOUTH LEBANON. PRESS HEADLINED : "ADF WILL 
TMPLF.MF.NT WITHIN COMING DAYS SECURITY PLAN THROUGHOUT ALL 
LEBANESE REGIONS. ISRAELI DECLARATIONS ON DANGER OF PRESENCE 
OF ARAB FORCES." BRIEF ARTICLE REPORTED ISRAELI COS GUR'S 
STATEMENT THAT, "ISRAEL HAS TAKEN EVERY PRECAUTION REGARDING 
SOUTH LEBANON AND ONLY HAS TO MAKE THE NECESSARY DECISIONS." 
ARTICLE FURTHER REPORTED THAT "ZIONIST CIRCLES" SAID SITUATION 

IN SOUTHERN LEBANON "REMAINS EXTREMELY GRAVE," AND THAT "ISRAEL 
LOOKS FORWARD TO WITHDRAWAL OF ALIEN FORCES WHICH HAVE ENTERED 
AREA OF NABATIYAH." KNESSET FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 00629 281633Z 

YITZHAK NAVON ALSO QUOTED SAYING, "ISRAEL CANNOT ACQUIESCE 
TO ENTRY OF SYRIAN FORCES INTO SOUTHERN LEBANON, WHATEVER THE 
PRETEXT FOR SUCH ACTIONS." 

2. SYRIAN EDITORIALS ALSO DEALT WITH SITUATION IN SOUTH 
LEBANON IN GENERALLY SUBDUED MANNER. EDITORIAL IN AL-BAATH 
TOOK NOTE OF SPATE OF ISRAELI WARNINGS CONCERNING ARAB FORCES 
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IN SOUTH LEBANON AND ACCUSED ISRAEL OF INVOKING HER SECURITY 
REQUIREMENTS IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN ATMOSPHERE OF TENSION AND 
INSTABILITY IN SOUTH LEBANON. EDITORIAL DECRIED ISRAELI 
APPEALS TO WESTERN OPINION OVER HER SECURITY WHEN "WORLD 
KNOWS IT IS ISRAEL WHICH IS THREATENING ARAB SECURITY, 

OCCUPYING TERRITORY, AND IGNORING RIGHTS OF PALESTINIAN 
PEOPLE." EDITORIAL ASKED, "WILL ISRAEL USE ISSUE OF PRESENCE 
OF ARAB FORCES IN SOUTHERN LEBANON AS EXCUSE FOR CREATING 
TENSION IN AREA DURING PERIOD OF INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS?" 
EDITORIAL CLAIMED THIS PROBABLY ISRAEL'S INTENTION AND 
ASSERTED THAT RESTORING SECURITY TO LEBANON WAS "INTERNAL 
ARAB ISSUE.” 

3. TISHRIIN EDITORIAL RAISED SPECTER OF ISRAELI AMBITIONS 
TO SEIZE SOUTH LEBANON AND USE WATERS OF LITANI RIVER. 

EDITORIAL CALLED CONCEPT OF RED LINE UNACCEPTABLE AND ASSERTED 
THAT ONLY LEBANESE AUTHORITIES HAVE "RIGHT TO DETERMINE WHO 
ENTITLED TO BE PRESENT IN THE SOUTH." 

4. 1415L RADIO DAMASCUS BROADCAST MADE NO MENTION OF SOUTH 
LEBANON OR ISRAELI THREATS. 

5. COMMENT: OVERALL COVERAGE OF EVENTS IN SOUTH WAS RESTRAINED 
AS MEDIA AVOIDED MAKING ANY DIRECT THREATS TO ISRAEL. THRUST 
OF ARTICLES, HOWEVER, IMPLIED THAT DEPLOYMENTS OF ADF FORCES 
INTO ALL AREAS OF LEBANON TO ASSERT CENTRAL GOVERNMENT CONTROL 
WOULD CONTINUE. 
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